AX IXXER CHAMBER OF YU-PIXG

" That duty devolves upon this person, O would-
be propounder of involved questions," interposed
Melodious Vision. Her voice was more musical
than a stand of hanging jewels touched by a rod
of jade, and each word fell like a separate pearl.
"He who ignores the Usages must expect to find
the Usages ignored. Since the day when K'ung-tsz
framed the Ceremonies much water has passed
beneath the Seven Terraced Bridge, and that
which has overflowed can never be picked up
again. It is BO longer enough that you should
come and thereby I must go: that you should
speak and I be silent; that you should beckon
" and I meekly obey. Inspired by the uprisen sister-
hood of the outer barbarian lands, we of the inner
chambers of the Illimitable Kingdom demand the
right to express ourselves freely on every occasion
and on every subject, whether the matter involved
is one that we understand or not."

"Your clear-cut words will carry far," said Chang
Tao deferentially, and, indeed, Melodious Vision's
voice had imperceptibly assumed a penetrating
quality that justified the remark. u Yet is it fitting
that beings so superior in every way should be
swayed by*the example of those who are necessarily
uncivilised and rude ?''

" Even a mole may instruct a philosopher in the
art of digging," replied the maiden, with graceful
tolerance. " Thus among these uncouth tribes it is
the custom, when a valiant youth would enlarge
his face in the eyes of a maiden, that he should
encounter forth and slay dragons, to the imperish-
able glory of her name. By this beneficent habit
not only are the feeble and inept automatically
disposed of, but the difficulty of choosing one from
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